Downloaded by [Dalhousie University] at 10:12 11 June 2012

Health Care for Women International, 30:536-549, 2009

Copyright © Taylor & Francis Group, LLC 3
ISSN: 0739-9332 print / 1096-4665 online gl Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
DOI: 10.1080/07399330902801302

Feminist and Queer Phenomenology:
A Framework for Perinatal Nursing Practice,
Research, and Education for Advancing
Lesbian Health

LISA GOLDBERG, ANNETTE RYAN, and JODY SAWCHYN

School of Nursing, Dalbousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

A queer phenomenology would involve an orientation toward queer, a
way to inhabit the world that gives “support” to those whose lives and
loves make them appear oblique, strange, and out of place. (Ahmed,
20006)

The climate of the bealth care system is a reflection of society,
which often besitates to support individuals who choose paths other
than those, that are heteronormatively constructed. Consequences
of such limited directedness include fear, misunderstanding, avoid-
ance, and discrimination on the part of nurses toward individuals
involved in same-sex partnerships (Goldberg, 2005/2006). A fem-
inist and queer phenomenological framework offers an approach
Jfor perinatal nurses to advance lesbian health and, in particular,
lesbian couples’ experiences of birthing, in the context of nursing
practice, research, and education.

In this paper, we attend to the ways in which feminist and queer phe-
nomenology can be used as a framework for exploring current issues in
perinatal nursing practice, education, and research to advance understand-
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